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Late on Friday, September 
28, 2007, the US Court of 
Appeals for the District of 
Columbia decided to keep 
the current hours-of-service 
(HOS) regulations in place 
until December 27, 2007, to 
give the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
more time to consider possible 
changes in the rules in light 
of the court’s earlier July 
24, 2007, decision. As you 
recall, in that opinion, the 
court voided the 11 hours of 
driving time and the 34-hour 
restart provisions of the HOS 
regulations on procedural 
grounds. Once again, for the 
time being, the current HOS 
rules remain in effect, pending 
further action by FMCSA.

Earlier, the American Trucking 
Associations (ATA) had filed 
a motion with the court on 
September 6, 2007, asking that 
the court keep the current HOS 
provisions in place for an eight 
month period, allowing the 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) time 
to issue a new final rule. In 
its motion, ATA stated that a 
stay was needed to prevent 
serious disruption to trucking 
operations and that a change 
to the HOS regulations 
requires several months 
of preparation for trucking 
operations in the areas of 
operations and compliance.

On September 21, 
2007, FMCSA had filed a 
memorandum with the 
District of Columbia Circuit 
Court of Appeals asking the 
court to delay implementing 
the recent ruling on the 
HOS regulations governing 
commercial motor vehicle 
(CMV) drivers. The agency 
expected the necessary 
regulatory process to take 
approximately 12 months, 
and urged the court to grant 
a stay of 12 months rather 
than the 8 months requested 
by ATA. Under the court’s 

Rule 41, however, any stay of 
a mandate does not extend 
beyond 90 days ordinarily, thus 
the December 27, 2007, date.

After the court’s ruling, ATA 
indicated in a press release 
that it was pleased the court 
granted its motion for a stay 
in part. The association said 
that it was confident the court 
had provided FMCSA with 
sufficient time to issue an 
interim final rule that retains 
the 11-hour driving limit and 
the 34-hour restart. It also 
said that it would continue to 
urge FMCSA to proceed to a 
final rule in a timely manner.

In other September 28, 2007, 
action, the court rejected the 
Owner-Operator Independent 
Drivers Association (OOIDA) 
request for a rehearing on its 
previous challenge to various 
aspects of the HOS regulations, 
including restrictions on 
split rest in sleeper berths

“We are carefully evaluating our options in light of the court’s ruling. Make no mistake, maintaining the 
safety of America’s highways continues to be our priority.”

Safety Belt Facts

MYTH Safety belts prevent your escape from a burning or submerged vehicle.

FACT Safety belts can keep you from being knocked unconscious, improving your chances of escape. 
Fire or submersion occurs in less than 5% of fatal large truck crashes.
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